REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
City of Faribault, Minnesota

North Viaduct Area Park Development
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SECTION 1 – GENERAL INFORMATION
This Request for Qualifications (RFQ) being issued by the City of Faribault (City) seeks a consultant
or team of consultants capable of concept planning, preparing design and construction
documents, and performing construction phase services for the development of a dynamic and
inviting public park in the city’s downtown area. The proposed project scope includes site grading
and utilities, one or more buildings, one or more outdoor recreational facilities, sidewalks and
trails, landscaping, and related work.
Following is the primary and sole point of contact for the City regarding this solicitation.
Interested parties shall not contact other City staff or elected/appointed officials prior to the
submittal deadline (such actions may result in disqualification):
Tim Murray, City Administrator
tmurray@ci.faribault.mn.us
(507) 333-0355 (Office)
(507) 210-3211 (Mobile)
Office Location:
Faribault City Hall
208 1st Avenue NW
Faribault, MN 55021
It is the City’s intention to enter into a Master Agreement/Contract with the selected prime
consultant, and then negotiate individual Work Orders or Task Orders (the City does not have a
specific format for these documents—it is anticipated that standard agreement templates
utilized by the consultant would be used, subject to modifications to meet City requirements).
The City reserves the right to terminate the Agreement/Contract and any approve Work/Task
Orders prior to fulfillment (with payment for work completed to the point of termination). The
term of this contract is anticipated to be from September of 2022 through December of 2024,
with the option to extend up to an additional two years in increments determined by the City.
Any amendments or revisions to this RFQ shall be provided to those firms that have expressed
interest in this solicitation and provided contact information. The amendments and revisions will
also be posted on the City’s website, which is www.ci.faribault.mn.us (this original RFQ is also
posted there).
Responses to this RFQ must be received no later than 11:00am, Central Daylight Savings Time,
August 26, 2022. Submittals shall be made electronically in .pdf format and shall contain no more
than thirty (30) total pages. Late responses will not be considered
SPECIAL NOTICE: This RFQ does not obligate the City to select a consultant(s) or complete the proposed
project and the City reserves the right to cancel this solicitation if it is considered in its best interest.
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SECTION 2 – PROJECT INFORMATION
The City of Faribault’s Downtown Master Plan and Parks, Trails, and Open Space Plan, adopted
by the City Council on September 10, 2019 and December 23, 2019, respectively, include the
development of a key public park in the east side of the downtown, on the property immediately
north of the TH 60/Viaduct Bridge. The City acquired the property in this area over the past
several years, securing the final parcel at the end of 2020. The overall area of the property is
approximately 2.7 acres, and is bounded on the east by the Union Pacific Railroad, on the south
by the Trunk Highway (TH) 60/Viaduct Bridge, on the west by TH 60/1st Avenue NE and the
Crooked Pint Restaurant, and on the north by 2nd Street NE.
As a first step towards the planning of these improvements, the City Council created a Task Force
in early 2021 with the purpose of considering, evaluating, and recommending the features and
amenities to be programmed for inclusion in the park. The following seven (7) members were
appointed to the Task Force:
• Kevin Voracek (City Council)
• Janna Viscomi (City Council)
• Sally Kramer (Parks and Recreation Advisory Board)
• Elsie Slinger (Parks and Recreation Advisory Board)
• Kymn Anderson (Faribault Foundation)
• Dr. Michael Richie (Vision 2040/Downtown Master Plan Steering Committee)
• Kelly Nygaard (Faribault Main Street/Faribault Area Chamber of Commerce & Tourism)
The Parks and Recreation Director, City Planner, and City Administrator were also assigned to
provide input and support the Task Force.
The Task Force held four (4) public meetings in 2021, during which they:
1. Reviewed Background Information
2. Considered and Ranked Potential Facilities and Amenities
3. Discussed Site Layout Factors and Options
4. Established Recommendations on Finishes of Features
5. Evaluated Multiple Concept Layout Sketches
6. Recommended Final Concept Layout Plan
Based upon the final recommendations from the Task Force, a final Concept Layout Plan was
presented to the City Council for approval in February of 2022. The primary features/amenities
included in the approved plan included:
• Open Play/Gathering Area w/ Performance Stage Location
• Park Building (Picnic Shelter, Restrooms, Warming House, Mechanical Equipment)
• Splash Pad
• Skating Loop/Ribbon
• Bridge Under-Lighting
• Outdoor Fitness Equipment
• Mural(s)
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The City has not yet established a schedule for the improvements to be developed within this
park, nor has a budget been established. However, the intention is to proceed with a first phase
of construction as soon as the scope is finalized and financing is secured, which could be as early
as the second half of 2023. The first Work/Task Order anticipated under the agreement with the
selected consultant will be the determination of that scope, including schematic-level design and
the preparation of cost estimates.
Subject to authorization by the City Council to proceed to construction with the identified first
phase of improvements, a second Work/Task Order would be negotiated that would include final
design, preparation of construction documents, and administration of the bid process.
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SECTION 3 – STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS CONTENT
Interested consultants/consultant teams shall submit a Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) in
response to this solicitation, which shall contain information in the order listed below. The City
anticipates a creative, unique response specific to this request such that all aspects demonstrate
a clear relationship to the effort of developing this park. Standardized or “boilerplate”
information, including firm descriptions, personnel resumes, and project narratives should be
minimized. Failure to follow the requirements for content and format may result in removal from
consideration.
Section 1 - Cover Letter
Section 2 - Team Identification
The respondent shall provide the following information:
1)
The name, address, and telephone number of the lead consultant firm, and the
office location from which the work would be conducted.
2)
The name, address, and telephone number of other consultant firms of the
consultant team, and the office location from which the work would be conducted.
3)
The name, title, email address, and telephone number of the person who is
primarily responsible for preparation of the response.
Section 3 - Project Understanding
Section 4 - Skills and Experience of Consultant Firms
• Provide the areas of expertise that each consultant firm possesses that will be utilized on
this project.
• Provide recent projects (including narratives, graphics, and/or photos) completed by
each consultant firm that are of similar nature to this project.
Section 5 - Project Lead
• Identify the Project Lead for this submittal and outline their specific training and
experience that qualifies them for this role.
• The Project Lead shall be the single individual with primary responsibility for the
consultant’s or consultant team’s work, interactions, and deliverables. The Project Lead
shall have authority for making decisions for the consultant or consultant team, including
negotiating changes in the professional services agreement, should modifications
become necessary.
Section 6 - Key Personnel
• Identify other significant team members from both the prime and sub-consultant firms,
their roles, and their relevant experience.
Section 7 – Project Approach
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•
•

Describe, in general terms, the approach that will be pursued in the consultant’s or
consultant team’s design process.
Outline the anticipated, or recommended, roles and interaction with City staff,
elected/appointed officials, project task force, and the public.

Section 8 - Quality Management
Section 9 – Billing Rates
• Provide 2022 hourly billing rates for all the positions that are anticipated to be part of the
consultant team, along with typical reimbursable expenses.
DO NOT INCLUDE Non-Public/Trade Secret data (as defined by Minn. Stat. § 13.37).
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SECTION 4 – EVALUATION PROCEDURE AND CRITERIA
City staff, comprised of the City Administrator, Parks and Recreation Director, City Engineer, and
City Planner will conduct an evaluation of responses to this solicitation, and shall bring forward
either a single recommendation for selection to the City Council, or shall develop a “short list” of
respondents for interviews/presentations at a joint City Council/Parks and Recreation Advisory
Board work session.
Following is the evaluation/scoring criteria that will be utilized to rank the submittals:
• 20% - Demonstrated understanding of the project
• 30% - Qualifications and experience of the Lead Consultant and Project Lead
• 20% - Qualification and experience of the consultant or consultant team, particularly with
regard to Key Personnel
• 30% - Project Approach
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SECTION 5 – SOLICITATION TERMS
Competition in Responding
The City desires open and fair competition. Any evidence of collusion among responders in any
form will result in the removal of those responders from consideration.
Joint Ventures
The City allows joint ventures among groups of responders when responding to the solicitation.
However, one responder must submit a response on behalf of all the others in the group. The
responder that submits the response will be considered legally responsible for the response (and
the contract, if selected).
Withdrawing Response
A responder may withdraw its response prior to the due date and time.
Rights Reserved
The City reserves the right to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reject any and all responses received;
Waive or modify any informalities, irregularities, or inconsistencies in the responses
received;
Negotiate with the highest scoring Responder[s];
Terminate negotiations and select the next response providing the best value for the City;
Consider documented past performance resulting from a City project in the evaluation
process;
Short list the highest scoring Responders, potentially requiring the short-listed
Responders to conduct presentations, demonstrations, or submit samples;
Interview key personnel or references;
The City reserves the right to request additional and/or clarifying information; and

Responses are Nonpublic during Evaluation Process
All materials submitted in response to this solicitation will become property of the City. During
the evaluation process, all information concerning the responses submitted will remain private
or nonpublic and will not be disclosed to anyone whose official duties do not require such
knowledge. Responses are private or nonpublic data until the completion of the evaluation
process as defined by Minn. Stat. § 13.591. The completion of the evaluation process is defined
as the City having completed negotiating a contract with the selected responder. The City will
notify all responders in writing of the evaluation results.
Trade Secret Information
6.1 Responders must not submit as part of their response trade secret material, as defined
by Minn. Stat. § 13.37.
6.2 In the event trade secret data are submitted, responder must defend any action seeking
release of data it believes to be trade secret, and indemnify and hold harmless the City,
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its agents and employees, from any judgments awarded against the City in favor of the
party requesting the data, and any and all costs connected with that defense.
6.3 The City does not consider cost or prices to be trade secret material, as defined by Minn.
Stat. § 13.37.
6.4 A responder may present and discuss trade secret information during an interview or
demonstration with the City, if applicable.
Selection
The selection that may result from this solicitation is intended to be qualifications based, utilizing
the total accumulated points as established in the solicitation. The City reserves the right to
award this solicitation to the next highest scoring responder if they are unable to negotiate a
Master Agreement/Contract and subsequent Work/Task Orders with the initial selected
consultant, or to take other actions deemed to be in the best interest of the City. The City
reserves the right to reject all submittals, to cancel the solicitation, or to re-issue the solicitation,
whichever is in the best interest of the City.
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GRAPHIC SCALE

RIVER
DEVELOPMENT
ENLARGEMENT
RIVER
DEVELOPMENT
FOCUS
AREA

PERKINS+WILL TEAM
12-6-2018

1 Recreation Pavilion
•
Event Plaza
•
Bike/Canoe Rental Facility
•
Boat/Canoe Launch

4 Existing Historic House

2 Adventure Park
•
Skate Park
•
Climbing Wall
•
Zip Line
•
Splash Pad

7 Existing Pedestrian Bridge

3 Bee Lawn

5 Townhomes
6 Informal Play/Open Lawn
8 Play Area
9 Picnic Shelter
10 Peony Walk

11 Skating Trail/Ice Rink
•
Open Lawn
•
Large Gathering Space
12 River Walk
13 River Overlook
14 “River Islands”
15 On-Street Bicycle Lanes

*This is a concept sketch outlining a vision for Downtown and is not considered to be a specific recommendation or proposal
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NORTH VIADUCT AREA PARK CONCEPT PLAN
FEBRUARY 15, 2022
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